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Really? I need a copyright notice?

Don't be lazy. You're smart. Use your head.

You might surprise yourself.
(Copyright 2013) :-)
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I'll warn  you...
This product looks a bit different than most products you've seen. 
And for good reason.

Simplicity has been the key to our success online.

(When I say “our” or “we” throughout this report, I'm talking about 
my Dad and me. We have a gardening related website, 
http://freeplants.com)

No flashy graphics. No “cool color schemes”. And, more importantly, 
no hype.

You can expect no different here. But don't be fooled by the number 
of pages in this report.

I've purposely left out anything that's not necessary for you to succeed 
online. You're left with pure content. No fluff.

That being said, I'll get right into it.
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Evergreen SEO: 14 Years and Counting
For us, the word evergreen is surreal. It's really allowed us to live a 
life most only dream of living. Working from home, calling our own 
hours and working for ourselves.

While I'm writing this, my dad is probably down at his nursery 
playing with plants in the dirt. It's what he loves to do. He's still 
practicing what he teaches and he's about to have a plant sale here in 
a couple of weeks.

Me? Well... it's a Tuesday morning (8:53am), my two oldest kids just 
got on the bus for school and my youngest is still asleep while I'm 
tapping away at the keyboard. I love working from home.

When the weather's nice, I can sit on the porch with my laptop and 
work. It's a “lifestyle business” for sure.

My dad's been at it for 14 years now and me, for 3 years. I quickly 
realized it was all because of the business model my dad had setup 14 
years ago on accident.

When he first got started, there was no Google. It was Alta Vista and 
Yahoo. To get your site indexed, you paid Yahoo $300. There was no 
such thing as SEO.

So, he focused on creating content for his readers... not the search 
engines. At that time the search engines didn't care about the quality 
of the content. They still weren't even sure what their business was 
yet.

Today, that content my dad created is still online, unchanged and 
ranking tremendously well.

He didn't know it then but he was building a REAL business online. 
An evergreen business.
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That's what this report is about. Building a REAL evergreen business. 
If you expected to learn how to make quick money with this report, 
I'm sorry. This is about building a business. An asset.

Our business now provides a stable income for both my dad (and 
mom) and my entire family. A few emails and a few blog posts a week 
is all it takes now.

Because we focused on building a REAL business from the start. All of 
those content pages bring us a steady stream of new subscribers on a 
daily basis.

In the spring months we can get anywhere from 100 to 200 
subscribers a day just from organic search traffic (we're in the 
gardening niche). In the winter it goes down to around 40-60 a day.

This all happens on autopilot. They're added to our Aweber list. They 
then receive a series of 26 follow-up emails spaced out 6 or 7 days 
apart. Each email provides valuable content and also a pitch for 
product.

We get orders at all times of the day and we don't have to lift a finger. 
It's a true business. We can go away for a week or two and come back 
to find we made just as much money.

But it all starts with the content. It's a “future bank” tactic, as my dad 
likes to call it. The content we create now provides income for us 
down the road. It's only one tactic in a sea of many that you should be 
using. But it's an extremely important one.

So... lets dive in and learn how to get started!
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Give 'em What They Want
“They” being two-fold in this statement. Google on one side and your 
reader on the other.

This is where most people go wrong.

Your number one focus should be on your reader, NOT Google. Sure, 
without Google your site won't get ranked and therefore it won't get 
read but...

If your content is just crap and not useful to your reader, you've 
accomplished nothing.

In turn, your site will drop in rankings because of your site's bounce 
rate (the percentage of readers who land on your site and 
immediately exit).

Which in Google's mind means your site isn't providing enough value 
or maybe is not even relevant to the search.

In fact, here's what Google has to say about this:

“Webmasters who spend their energies 
upholding the spirit of the basic 
principles will provide a much better 
user experience and subsequently 
enjoy better ranking than those who 
spend their time looking for loopholes 
they can exploit.”

You'll find me referencing a number of quotes from Google 
throughout this report. Why?
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Well, they make the rules. If you play by the rules, YOU WIN. And, I 
think it's important for you to hear what THEY want and what THEY 
are looking for.

Everyone focuses on the latest and greatest way to trick Google. 
WHICH IS JUST STUPID. Tomorrow they'll figure out how you're 
tricking them, adjust their algorithm and you're back to square one.

Why not just give them what they want from start and you'll NEVER 
have to start over again. That's what we did... and STILL do. It's how 
we are able to dominate the rankings for ANY keyword we want.

Take a look at Google's mission statement:

"To organize the world’s information 
and make it universally accessible and 
useful." 

Useful. That's an interesting word. How useful are those auto-blogs 
that everyone's using to make $10 or $15 a month each?

Did you really think that was gonna get you a number one ranking? 
Filling your site with content that's already been posted online? 
Really??

Sorry, but this stuff just irritates me. The amount of time and energy 
put into tricking Google when all you really need to do is spend that 
time creating valuable, unique content. That's it!

No backlinks, no SEO, nothing!! Just good content that your readers 
will really like to read and share.

I'll get into more specifics of how we get on the first page with no 
backlinks and very little effort next, but first...
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Here's another doozy straight from the horse's mouth (Google):

“Our advice for webmasters is to focus 
on creating high quality sites that 
create a good user experience and 
employ white hat SEO methods instead 
of engaging in aggressive webspam 
tactics.”

The Truth About Backlinks
I'm going to start this with a number of quotes from Google:

“Some webmasters engage in link 
exchange schemes and build partner 
pages exclusively for the sake of cross-

8



linking, disregarding the quality of the 
links, the sources, and the long-term 
impact it will have on their sites. This 
is in violation of Google's Webmaster 
Guidelines and can negatively impact 
your site's ranking in search results.”

Another one from their blog...

“Examples of link schemes can include:
    -Links intended to manipulate 
PageRank
    -Links to web spammers or bad 
neighborhoods on the web
    -Excessive reciprocal links or 
excessive link exchanging ("Link to me 
and I'll link to you.")
    -Buying or selling links that pass 
PageRank”

This is one of my favorites. Our business is built on this...

“The best way to get other sites to 
create relevant links to yours is to 
create unique, relevant content that 
can quickly gain popularity in the 
Internet community. The more useful 
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content you have, the greater the 
chances someone else will find that 
content valuable to their readers and 
link to it. Before making any single 
decision, you should ask yourself the 
question: Is this going to be beneficial 
for my page's visitors?”

The last one for now... again, straight from Google:

“Users know good content when they 
see it and will likely want to direct 
other users to it. This could be through 
blog posts, social media services, 
email, forums, or other means. 
Organic or word-of-mouth buzz is 
what helps build your site's reputation 
with both users and Google, and it 
rarely comes without quality content.”

So, after reading those, why would you ever want to buy backlinks 
again? Or use any kind of SEO service that isn't getting you relevant 
backlinks from related sites??

Let me translate Google's terminology above...

Three backlinks from related sites have ten times more weight than 
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one hundred backlinks from un-related sites.

And, there are very few services out there who are getting you related 
backlinks. Of course, there are exceptions... I personally work with 
some businesses where I focus solely on getting relevant backlinks 
that bring in revenue and are not just focused on rankings.

If you're wondering where I found all this info from Google, it's 
incredibly easy to find. Just do a Google search.

They give it all to you. Any question you have... it's all there.

But I can tell you what they're looking for... the best quality 
information to return to their users. That's it.

If you continue to pump out high-quality material that people can 
benefit from, you WILL land on the first page of Google.

Next, I want to show you some of our stuff...
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Show and Tell, on Google's 1st Page
I think I'm only going to show you one of our sites. We have four or 
five right now, all of which are ranked very well.

But the one I'm going to show you is our most recent and will prove 
my point that ANYONE can get ranked without backlinks or 
PageRank.

Before I get into this, let me explain what backlinks and PageRank are 
in case there's anyone that doesn't know. If you know what they are, 
feel free to skip ahead.

Backlinks
Hyper-links pointing to a particular web page. So, if I write a blog 
post and someone links to my blog post from their website, that's  one 
backlink to my blog post.

The more relevant backlinks you have, the more weight Google (and 
other search engines) place on your site. This is why it's so important 
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to ONLY get relevant backlinks, not a bunch of junk links from 
various blog farms.

PageRank
PageRank is a link analysis algorithm, named after Larry Page and 
used by the Google Internet search engine, that assigns a numerical 
weighting to each element of a hyperlinked set of documents, such as 
the World Wide Web, with the purpose of "measuring" its relative 
importance within the set. (taken from Wikipedia)

So, PageRank is one of Google's algorithms they use to determine the 
authority a site has based on a number of different factors. Generally, 
the number of high quality backlinks it has, the quality of the content 
it includes and how well the audience likes the content.

That being said, I'm about to show you how we get ranked without 
any backlinks, with no PageRank whatsoever and no effort other than 
creating valuable content.

Read on for our real examples...

At the time of writing this, our site has been up for about a year. We 
didn't really start adding content to it until just a few months ago 
though.

So, longevity of the site is out in this equation. It has no effect on our 
rankings. Sometimes you rank higher if your site has been around for 
a number of years... but not in this case.

The site I'll be showing you examples from is 
http://japanesemaplelovers.com, a site created for the avid gardener 
who really likes Japanese Maples (a type of plant).
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Our current PageRank is 0. The site has a total of 12 external 
backlinks to it. These are real, old-fashioned backlinks. We did not 
purchase them or exchange them with anyone.

12 people felt compelled enough to refer our site to their audience 
because of how useful the content is. There's that “useful” word 
again... weird.

Anyway...

Here's how our rankings break down in no particular order:

Keyword: Acer Palmatum Osakazuki

Searches Per Month: 1900

Competition: 47,100 Competing Pages

Ranked: #6

No. of Days to Rank: 49 Days or less (didn't track daily 
results of ranking)

No. of Backlinks: 0
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Keyword: Red Dragon Japanese Maple

Searches Per Month: 1600

Competition: 423,000 competing pages

Ranked: #4

No. of Days to Rank: 128 Days or less (didn't track 
daily results of ranking)

No. of Backlinks: 0

Keyword: Weeping Japanese Maple

Searches Per Month: 2900

Competition: 220,000 competing pages

Ranked: #4

No. of Days to Rank: 48 Days or less (didn't track daily 
results of ranking)

No. of Backlinks: 0
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Keyword: Japanese Maple Varieties (a 
category on our Wordpress site)

Searches Per Month: 2900

Competition: 265,000 competing pages

Ranked: #8

No. of Days to Rank: 27 Days or less (didn't track daily 
results of ranking)

No. of Backlinks: 0

Keyword: Japanese Maple Leaf

Searches Per Month: 8100

Competition: 2.5 Million competing pages

Ranked: #8

No. of Days to Rank: 45 Days or less (didn't track daily 
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results of ranking)

No. of Backlinks: 0

The Secret Behind our Results
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There's no secret. We followed Google's rules and gave our 
readers what they wanted... valuable, unique content.

Our readers like it, they comment on the posts (which helps 
Google determine that the readers like it) and our rankings 
move up in the results each day.

As I started to create this report, I documented the pages on 
our site that I wanted to use.

Just a week ago, three of the five pages above had lower 
rankings in the results than they do today. One page moved up 
FOUR SPOTS!

We did nothing to promote it by the way. No backlinks were 
bought. It was not shared on any other blogs.

The one thing we did do right is the on-page SEO. We used the 
keyword as the title of the post, in the first line of the content, 
etc. But that's it. Nothing fancy.

This part is kinda secret... well, not really. It's more of a benefit 
for you.

Three of the five pages above were articles I had someone on 
Fiverr create. Pretty cool, huh?

First page rankings without having to create the content!

Of course, I formatted them after receiving them, added a 
picture or two to each one and made sure they were good 
quality.

But they all rank on the first page of Google and rather quickly. 
As I mentioned in the break downs above, I didn't document 
these daily.
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I'm sure they ranked much sooner than the number of days I 
mentioned above.

But let me go back to the Fiverr thing.

This could be a very powerful strategy for you. But you have to 
be sure you give your writer laser-specific instructions about 
the content they need to write for you.

When I ordered my articles, I gave him the specific keyword 
plus a short paragraph about what I wanted covered in each 
article so he knew what the overall feel should be.

If you don't give them this direction, your article will turn into 
a very general piece of content.

Our Secret Formula
I use the word secret because it seems very few people are 
doing it this way. And if you're new to the online marketing 
world, you've most likely been taught wrong.

Here it is...

Create incredibly valuable content that you know your readers 
will love and share without being asked.

That's it!
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That's all we really do, honestly. That's all we've done for the 
past thirteen years and Google has rewarded us heavily.

We have NEVER purchased backlinks. We don't go out and 
place junk comments all over different blogs. We don't 
participate in link exchanges.

If we have a first page Google ranking, it's because we've 
earned it.

The examples I've shown above are just a small sample of our 
success. I've shown you these examples because you can go out 
today and do the same thing we did with that site.

Google has placed no authority on that site... yet. It's still too 
new. But it's still ranking because the content is so relevant 
and useful.

When you DO get some authority from Google, watch out... cuz 
you're in business! Take a look at one of our other sites...
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First Page in Only 5 Days
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It's kinda hard to read here but under our page title it says '5 
days ago', meaning our post was only five days old and already 
ranking for the term 'java red' (which is a type of plant).

At the time I took this screenshot there were 150 Million 
competing pages and this term gets searched 27,100 times per 
month.
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Again, relevant content that's useful to your readers. It's safe to 
say we're picking up 1 or 2 new email subscribers a day from 
this post alone.

That's the power of this strategy. We have more than 300 
content pages across all of our sites and we're adding more 
each day.

Each one of those pages feeds our funnel with subscribers, who 
then turn into buyers.

We then turn our buyers into buyers of more expensive stuff 
(upsells and backend sales). And to cap it off, we turn those 
buyers into affiliates who feed the funnel with more 
subscribers.

THAT'S how you run a business!

Before I get into my conclusion, I'd like to give you some 
guidelines to follow that come straight from Google:

“Quality guidelines - Basic Principles

    -Make pages primarily for users, not 
for search engines. Don't deceive your 
users or present different content to 
search engines than you display to 
users, which is commonly referred to 
as "cloaking."

    -Avoid tricks intended to improve 
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search engine rankings. A good rule of 
thumb is whether you'd feel 
comfortable explaining what you've 
done to a website that competes with 
you. Another useful test is to ask, "Does 
this help my users? Would I do this if 
search engines didn't exist?"

    -Don't participate in link schemes 
designed to increase your site's 
ranking or PageRank. In particular, 
avoid links to web spammers or "bad 
neighborhoods" on the web, as your 
own ranking may be affected 
adversely by those links.

    -Don't use unauthorized computer 
programs to submit pages, check 
rankings, etc. Such programs consume 
computing resources and violate our 
Terms of Service. Google does not 
recommend the use of products such as 
WebPosition Gold™ that send 
automatic or programmatic queries to 
Google.”
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Quit Looking for Quick Cash
If I could give only one piece of advice to someone looking to 
make money online, this would be it.

Each day that you waste looking for the next shiny object, is 
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another day you could've been building a REAL business.

My second piece of advice would be to stop trying to trick 
Google. It will only come back to bite you in the ass eventually.

Why waste time trying to find a loophole when you could use 
that time towards building a REAL business.

Remember, relevant content that's useful to your readers. 
Follow that advice and someday you'll be rich.

I really hope I got my point across to you here... there's way too 
much focus on getting backlinks, building link wheels, link 
pyramids, EDU links and a whole bunch of other crap to try 
and make Google think your site has more authority than it 
does.

If you mess with the bull, you get the horns. That's all I'm 
gonna say.

Take care!

Dream big. Take action.
-Duston
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